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FROM : American Embassy, Jidda - 






February 11, 1957 


TO : THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON. SATE 








ny juemnood StuL 


SUBJECT: Transmitting Aramco Translation of "Regulations for Saudi Arab 


Nationality." 


- 


The Embassy transmits, as of possible interest to the Department, and 
especially OIR/DRN/NEB, an Aramco Arabian Research Division translation of 
the "Regulations for Saudi Arab Nationality." . The regulations were approved 
by the Council of Ministers on September 23, 195), and, put into effect by a 
Royal’ Decree of October 20, 195). They were published in Umm al-Qura of 
November 12, 195. 


[> peumnyed od 46 


The translation, annexed as Enclosure No. 1, was furnished the reporting 
officer by Aramco officials on a recent visit to ° om: 


For the Charge d'Affaires asi. 





LS11-2/80°Vv9sz J 


Robert B, Houghton 
j | p Second Secretary of Embassy 


Enclosure: 


Aramco Translation of the "Regulations for 
Saudi Arab Nationality." 
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REGULATIONS 
FOR 
SAUDI ARAB NATIONALITY 
JHB 


Approved by Decree No. of the Council of , 
Ministers, dated 25 Muharram 137) (23 September 
195), and put into effect by Royal’ Decree 
issued in letter No.. 8/20/560h, dated 22 Safar 
137) (20 October 195) of the Royal Cabinet. 


ilebelabaiteialala a 
(Publshed.-4nUnpiseleQuea, No. 1539 16 Rabi'. 1 
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. SHESHEHESSH 


These Regulations shall be known as the "Regulations for Saudi Arab, 
Nationality.” 


These Regulations have no edinoliactsion effect, and all proper decisions ° 
and transactions concluded on the basis of the previous. Regulations - 
shall be. considered as valid. Grants. of nationality made on the basis of 
such Regulations shall likewise be considered as in force so long as they 
are based on correct proceedings and evidence. 


In these Regulations, ‘the following terms shall convey the oe 
meanings: 


A. A "Saudi" is anyone who is a subject of His Majesty's Government 
in accordance with the provisions of these Regulations. 


B. A "Sandi by dite Spetion" is anyone who has acquired Saudi Arab 
Nationality in accordance with the een pertaining thereto. 


C, A "foreigner" is a non-Saudi. 
D. An “incompetent" is a minor, ‘an insane person, or an imbecile. 


E, "Maturity" is that (age) which is specified in the a 
of the Shari'ah law. 


F. "Saudi Arabia" includes the territory, waters, and air space stent 
to Saudi Arabian sovereignty, and includes also ships and aircraft 
nine the audi Arabian flag. 





"Saudis"are: 


A. Native inhabitants of Saudi Arabian territory who were Ottoman 
subjects in the year 1332-A.H., “corresponding to 191) A.D. 
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B. Ottoman subjects who were born in Saudi Arabian territory, or those | 
who were residing therein in the year 1332 A.H., 191), A.D., and who 
maintained their residence in that territory till 22 Rabi' I 135 
(30 September 1926) and did not acquire any foreign nationality © 
prior to that date. 


C. Those other than Ottoman subjects who were residing in Saudi Avebian 
territory in the year 1332 A.H., 191)A.D., and maintained their 
* residence therein till 22 Rabi' I 1345 (30 September 1926) and did 
not acquire any foreign nationality prior to that aes. 


The provision of Section A of Article 4, shall apply to women who are Saudi 
Arab subjects by birth and who apply for the recovery of Saudi Arab 
nationality after they are divorced or after the death of their husbands. 


Applications for the issuance of certificates of Saudi, Arab nationality 


shall not be accepted from persons who come under the provisions of 


Sections A.and B of Article l, after the lapse of one year from the effective | 
date of these Regulations, (and), in the case of incompetents, after the 
lapse of -one year from (the date of) their. reaching maturity. 


Anyone who is born within Saudi A,abia or outside of it of a Saudi father 
or of a Saudi mother or of a father of unknowm nationality or of no nationality 
shall be a Saudi. 


Anyone who..is born in Saudi Arabia of foreign parents or of a foreign father 
anda Saudi mother, or who is born abroad of a foteign father of known 
nationality and a Saudi mother shall be considered a foreigner. However, 
such a person shall have the right, when he reaches maturity, to choose 
Saudi Arab nationality if he fulfills the following conditions: 


. Ae He mst be a permanent resident of Saudi Arabia when he reaches 


maturity. 


B. He mst be of good reputation and conduct, and ‘mst not have been 
convicted'of a felony or sentenced to imprisonment for a moral 
offense, for a period exceeding six months. 





C, He mst Imow the Arabic Language well. 


D. Within a year Pa ieee tae maturity, he met submit an n application 







Pana, 


8 being de ne r Soe each se han 
, choose Sand Arab nationality for them after the foregoing 
coriditions have been fulfilled. 





‘Saudi. Arab nationality may be ons toa fonebiner if he fulfills the 
following conditions: _ 
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1. He mst have reached maturity at the time he submits his 4 
application. 


2. He mst not be an imbecile or an insane person. 
3. At the time, of submitting the application,. 
ae he mst have been an ordinary permanent resident of Saudi 
Arabia, in accordance with the provisions of the Regulations 
pertaining to (residence), for a period which is not less 
than five successive years; 
be he mst be of good reputation and conduct; 


Cc. he mst not have been sentenced to imprisonment for a moral. 
offense, for a period exceeding six months; 


de he mst prove that he earns-his living by lawful means. ° 


The applicant for naturalization must enclose with his application’ his 


permanent residence permit and his legal passport or any document which the 
authorities concerned consider as valid in lieu of the legal’ passport. He shall 
be required to prove (the validity of) any document pertaining to the nationality 
he is giving up and any paper confirming it, in accordance with the provisions 
of these Regulations. 


10. 


ll. 


12. 


Saudi Arab nationality shall. be -granted bythe President of the Council of 
Ministers on the basis of a proposal by the Minister of the Interior. ‘he 
Minister of the Interior, under any circumstances and without giving any 
reasons, and prior to submitting thé above-mentioned proposal, has the right 
to refuse to consent to the granting of Saudi Arab nationality to a 
foreigner who fulfills the conditions specified in Article 9. 


No Saudi may acquire a foreign nationality without prior permission from 
the President of the Youncil of. Ministers. Any Saudi who acquires a foreign 
nationality before first obtaining this permission shall still be considered 
a Saudi unless His Majesty's Government decides to deprive him of Saudi 
Arab nationality in accordance with the provisions of Ayticle 13. 


As a consequence of a Saudi's acquiring a foreign nationality, when he has 
been permitted to do soy, his wife shall lose (her) Saudi Arab nationality 
if she adopts the nationality of her husband in accordance with the law 
pertaining to this new nationality, unless she decides, within one year 
from the date her husband adopts this nationality, that she desires to 
retain her Squdi Arab nationality. ; 


Minor children shall lose Saudi Arab nationality if, by virtue of 
their father's change of nationality, they have adopted his nationality 





in accordance with the law pertaining to this new nationality. -However, 


they shallhave the right to regain Saudi Arab nationality within the year 
following (the date on which) they reach maturity. 
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Any Saudi may, by a decree issued for cause, be deprived of Saudi Arab 

nationality in any of the following circumstances: 

Ae If he adopts another nationality in violation of the requirements 
of Article II of these Regulations. 


B, If he joins the armed forces of any foreign government without 
prior consent of His Majesty's Government. 


Ge If he serves the interests of a foreign state or government which 
* ds in a state of war with Saudi Arabia. 


D. If he accepts a position with a foreign government or an international 
organization and remains in it in spite of the fact that he is 
ordered by His Majesty's Covernment to leav- ‘it. 

In ell of the circumstances mentioned in Sections A, 3, C, and D of 
this article, the Saudi must be properly warned in advance of the 
consequences of his action, at least three months vcrior to the date of the 
decree depriving him of his Saudi Arab nationality. In all cases where an 
individual is deprived of his Saudi Arab nationality in accordance with 
the vrovisions of this article, his property shall be liquidated in 
accordance with the “egulations for the Owmership of Neal Estate. He may 
also be deprived of (the right to) reside in Saudi arabian territory or of 
(the right to) returm thereto. 


As a consequence of a foreigner's acquiring Sandi. Arab nationality, his 
wife shall become a Saudi Arab, unless she decides, within a year from 
(the date on which) here husband acquires “audi Arab nationality, that she 
desires to retain her original nationality. If (their) minor children 
reside in Saudi Arabia, they shall be considered as Saudis. However, they 
shal]. have the right to adopt their father's original nationality within 

a year from the date of their reaching. maturity. But if they reside 
outside the Kingdom, they shall be considered as foreigners, but they 
shall have the right to adopt their father's Saudi Arab nationality within 
a year of the date of their reaching maturity. 


Any man who becomes naturalized and who has women under his protection and 
guardianship in° accordance with Shari'ah law? in accordance with a legal 


document issued by the Shari'ah Court, mist submit a separate application for 


Saudi Arab nationality for each one of them. 


A foreign woman eee through marriage the nationality of her Saudi 
husband. 


In accordance with the provisions of Articles 132 and 133 of the Regulations 


for Shari'ah Pleadings, a Saudi woman shall not lose her nationality if 
she marries a foreigner, unless she is permitted to leave the Kingdom with 


wad ee wes ee 


her husband (in accordance with the Regulations relative thereto), then | 


* Translator's note: Compare Articles 19 (B) and 23. 
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decides to adopt her husband's nationality and avows (that she has Pee 
it) and adopts that nationality in accordance with the law pertaining 
thereto. 


18. A Saudi Arab woman married to a foreigner has the right to regain her 
Saudi Arab nationality when the marriage ends and after she has returned 
to reside in the Kingdom. 


19. The following provisions apply to the wives and children of those who are 
deprived of Saudi Arab nationality: 


A. The wife of a man who is deprived of Saudi Arab nationality in 
accordance with Article 13 shall have the right to choose the new 
nationality of her husband™ or to retain her Saudi nationality. Spe 
may, when the marriage ends, regain her Saudi nationality if she 
had previously’ chosen her husband's nationality. If minor children 
reside elsewhere than in the territory of Saudi Arabia, they shall, 
upon attaining maturity, have the unrestricted and unconditional right 
to adopt Saudi Arab nationality. Likewise they shallbe granted all 
the rights. of Saudis without exception. 


B, The fact that a person loses his “audi Arab nationality in accordanée. 
with the provisions of Article 11 does not mean that his wife and 
children or those of his relatives who enjoy (Saudi Arab nationality) 
as a result of their status as (his)dependents’™* shall also lose it. 


20. If anyone who has resided (in the country) for the period specified for 
the granting of Yaudi Arab nationality, submits an application for 
naturalization then, prior to his being granted Saudi Arab. nationality, 
departs from the Kingdom using his original government's passport and 
stays out of the country for a period exceeding one year, the period he 
has already resided (in the country) shall be disregarded. Any person 
who departs after the lapse of the specified period without having 
applied for Saudi Arab nationality, shall forfeit his right to ‘apoly for 
(Saudi Arab) nationality if his absence extends beyond the period (of 
validity) of the return visa, which is a maximum of six months. 


21. In the following circumstances Saudi Arab nationality may be withdrawn 
from any naturalized person within.the first five years following his : 
naturalization, by a decree issued for cause at the request of the Minister 
of the Interior, in accordance with the provisions of Articles 8, 9, and 10 
of these Regulations: 


* Translator's Note: The Arabic text printed in Umm.al-Qura has "the 


nationality of her new husband", but this is assumed to be a misprinte 


tt Translator's Note: Gompare Articles 15 and 23. 
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Ae If he is convicted of felony or sentenced for a moral offense 
to imprisonment for a period exceeding one yeare 


Bs If it is proved that he has carried on or has been involved in 
any activity that is disruptive to public security in the Kingdon, 
or if it is proved that he has done something that makes him 
undesirable in the country. 


22. Saudi Arab nationality may, by a decree proposed by the Hinister of the 
' Interior and approved by the President of the Council of Hinistersy be 
withdrawn from a naturalized person, at any time, if it proved that he 
has acquired it through false statements or by fraud, error, forgery, or 
counterfeiting of references, documents, or statements which he submitted 
for the purpose of acquiring nationality. 


( 

23. The-wfthdrawal of Saudi’ Arab nationality from a naturali,ed person 
entails the loss of this nationality by that person and its withdrawal 
also from anyone who may have acquired it through the naturalized person. 
If it .is proved that a person who has acquired it in this manner is of 
good character, and if it is confirmed that there is nothing to prevent 
him from being granted nationality, it shall be granted to him and the 
past period shall be computedin his favor. 


24. The Ministry of the Interior shall be the organization primarily responsible 
for putting this Law into effect, and the statements, notices, and papers 
(pertaining thereto). The ‘applications referred to in these Regulations 
must be addressed to the Minister of the Interior by means of an official 
notice or by delivery to the appropriate employee in the area to which the 
place of residence of the applicant concerned belongs. Abroad, it shall be 
delivered to the diplomatic representatives or consuls of His Najesty's 
Government. Any other employee may be permitted, by a decision of the 
Minister of the Interior, to receive these statements, notices, applications, 
and paperse 


25. All decrees and decisions pertaining to the acquirement, withdrawal, 
deprivation, or recovery of Saudi Arab nationality shall be considered 
effective from the date of their publication in the official gazette. 


26. Anyone who, for the purpose of proving (the possession of) Saudi Arab 
nationality by himself or by others, or for the purpose of denying its 
(possession) by himself or by others, deliberately submits to the authority 
concerned false statements or untrue papers, shall be punished by imprison- 

' ment for a term not exceeding two years or by a fine of not more than 
one thousand Saudi Arab Riyals, but this shall not excuse him from any 
(other) more severe penalty. Approval (of such penalty) shall be issued 
through a decision of the Minister of the Interior. ' 


ee Se ee ee Ebel 


* Translator's Note: Compare Articles 15 and 19 (B). 
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The Minister of the Interior shall issue the necessary decisions for 
putting these Regulations into effecte 


These Regulations shall supersede the Regulations for Sauwii Arab 
Nationality sanctioned by Royal decree No. 7/1/7, dated 13 Shawwal 1357 
(6 December 1938), and all previous regulations pertaining to Hijazi 
Nationality or Higazi-Najdi Nationality. They shall likewise super- 
sede the provisions of any other regulations that are contrary to the 
provisions (of these Regulations) © 
296 Only His Majesty the King has the right. to grant nationality to those 
who do not satisfy the conditions referred to in Article 9, and likewise 
to depriveany Saudi of nationality (although) he may not be subject to 
the provisions of Article 13 of these Regulations. 
30. These: Regulations shall be considered effective from the date of their 
approval and publication in the official gazette. 
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